[External temporomandibular ankylosis].
The predominant aetiology in 24 cases of temporomandibular ankylosis treated surgically since 1976 was trauma. Among the patients operated upon for post-traumatic ankylosis one anatomoclinical form could be identified characterized by an external block attaching the condylar neck to the zygomatic bone, and an internal joint by movement of the head or part of the condylar head. A favorable prognosis can be given in this type of lesion as resection of the block does not modify the height of the ascending ramus.